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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 8 and 13-22 are pending. The specification and claims 1,13, 15, 16, 18 
and 19 are amended. Claims 21 and 22 are added. 

The specification has been amended to correct clerical errors on page 34 with non-ionic 
surfactant TN-80 and the non-ionic surfactant PC-6. TN-80 is a primary alcohol ethoxylate 
surfactant. PC-6 is a special phenol ethoxylate surfactant. As support, attached is a copy of the 
list of surfactants which was available from the manufacturer of the surfactants, ADEKA 
Corporation, formerly known as Asahi Denka Co., Ltd., along with a verified English language 
translation thereof. The Japanese document is a copy of a part of catalog available from ADEKA 
Corporation. 

Claims 1, 13, 15, 16, 18 and 10 were rejected under 35 USC §112, first paragraph. 
Favorable reconsideration of this rejection is earnestly solicited. 

The Examiner asserts that the limitation of 1.5625g to 3.125g with respect to lOOg of the 
resin is not supported in the specification. The Examiner's attention is directed to Table 1 on 
page 34 of the specification which provides support. More specifically, Table 1 list amounts of 
resin and surfactant in parts by mass. In thickening material 1 and thickening material 2, 0.25 
parts by mass of surfactant is used per 16 parts by mass of resin. This corresponds to 1.5625g 
with respect to lOOg of the resin (0.25 divided by 16 x 100 = 1.5625). Similarly, in thickening 
materials 3 and 4, 0.25 parts by mass of surfactant is used per 8 parts by mass of resin which 
correlates to 3. 125g with respect to lOOg of the resin. 
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Claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 8 and 13-18 were rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kanda et al. in view of Enoki et al. and Nagai et al., and claims 19 and 20 were rejected 
under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over these references further in view of Ishibashi et 
al. Favorable reconsideration of these rejections is earnestly solicited. 

The claims have been amended to be limited to the surfactants used in the examples, that 
is, the primary alcohol ethoxylate and special phenol ethoxylate. The combination of references 
fails to teach or suggest the surfactant presently set forth in the claims. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, the claimed invention distinguishes over the cited art 
and defines patentable subject matter. Favorable reconsideration is earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner deem that any further action by applicants would be desirable to 
place the application in condition for allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to telephone 
applicants' undersigned attorney. 
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If this paper is not timely filed, Applicants respectfully petition for an appropriate 
extension of time. The fees for such an extension or any other fees that may be due with respect 
to this paper may be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-2866. 



Respectfully submitted, 

WESTERMAN, HATTfikRI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 



Stephen GtAdrian 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 32,878 
Telephone: (202) 822-1100 
Facsimile: (202) 822-1111 



Attachments: Japanese Catalog with verified English language translation 




SGA/arf 
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DECLARATION 



I, Akiko Okura, a staff member of HIROTA, NAGARE 
& ASSOCIATES, 4th Floor, Shinjuku TR Bldg., 2-13, 
Yoyogi 2-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151-0053, Japan, 
do hereby declare that I am well acquainted with 
the English and Japanese languages and I hereby 
certify that, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, the following is a true and correct 
translation made into the English language of the 
accompanying copy of the document in respect of a 
part of a catalog of surfactants available from 
ADEKA Corporation. 



Dated this 17th day of June 2009 
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